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CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN 
HIS MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT AND THE 
PRIME MINISTER OF NORTHERN IRELAND 
RELATING TO THE PROPOSALS FOR AN 
IRISH SETTLEMENT . 


I.— LETTER FROM THE PRIME MINISTER TO 
SIR JAMES ORAIG. 

10, Dowiing Street, 

London, S.W.l, 

10th November, 1921, 

My dear Prime Minister, 

(1) The time has arrived when formal consultation between 
His Majesty’s Government and the Government of Northern 
Ireland is necessary for the further progress of the Irish negotia- 
tions. The settlement towards which His Majesty’s Ministers 
have been working, and which they believe is not unattainable, 
is closely based upon the proposals made by His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment on the 20th July last. 

(2) Such a settlement would comprise the following main 
principles : — 

(a) Ireland would give her allegiance to the Throne 
and would take her place in the partnership of Free States 
comprised in the British Empire. 

(b) Provision would be made for those naval securities 
which His Majesty’s Government deem indispensable for 
Great Britain and her oversea communications. 

(c) The Government of Northern Ireland would retain 
all the powers conferred upon her by the Government of 
Ireland Act. 

(cl) The unity of Ireland would be recognised by the 
establishment of an all-Ireland Parliament, upon which 
would be devolved the further powers necessary to form 
the self-governing Irish State. 

(3) Northern Ireland will no doubt see many dangers in a 
settlement on these lines. It may be objected, for instance,, 
that the patronage involved in the various common Departments, 
such as the Post Office, Customs and Excise, might be unfairly 
exercised on religious and other grounds; or again, that though 
Ulster would retain control of its education and kindred subjects, 
the Irish Government would be in a position to withhold the 
funds necessary to defray the administrative cost. Moreover, 
it might be feared that if the all-Ireland Parliament were to 
control import and export trade, the industries of Ulster would 
be imperilled. 

(4) His Majesty’s Government recognise the force of these- 
objections, and desire to consider, in consultation with yourself 
and your Cabinet, how they can best be met. They invite your 
Cabinet to discuss with them the best means of dealing with 
these and similar matters ; in particular (a) the appointment 

* 16663 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



3 


of officials within the area of Northern Ireland in Departments 
subject to the all-Ireland Parliament ; (b) the collection of revenue 
within the area of Northern Ireland ; (c) measures for safeguarding 
the exports and imports of Northern Ireland against the imposi- 
tion of discriminating duties and its citizens from invidious 
taxation. 

His Majesty’s Ministers believe that arrangements can be 
embodied in the Agreement now in view, whereby these difficulties 
can be met. 

(5) The question of the area within the special jurisdiction 
of the Northern Parliament we have reserved for discussion with 
you. The creation of an all-Ireland Parliament would clearly 
further an amicable settlement of this problem. 

(6) His Majesty’s Government are fully aware of the objec- 
tions which the people of Northern Ireland may feel to parti- 
cipation on any terms in an all-Ireland Parliament. They have, 
therefore, been examining some of the alternatives, and their 
consequences. Their study has convinced them that grave 
difficulties would be raised for both parts of Ireland, if the juris- 
diction over the reserved subjects were not conferred upon a 


common authority. 

In the first place Customs barriers would have to be established 
between Northern and Southern Ireland over a jagged line of 
frontier. The inconvenience of this arrangement would be 
considerably enhanced by the fact that tnere must of necessity 
be large elements of the population on both sides whose sympathies 
will lie across the border. The natural channels of trade would 
be arbitrarily obstructed. The difficulty of working any such 
arrangement would be unceasing, the cost considerable, and the 
vexation to traders continuous. 

In the second place the finance of the Government of Ireland 
Act would necessarily have to be re-cast. It is the essence of 
Dominion status that the contribution of a Dominion towards 
Imperial charges is voluntary. If Northern Ireland were part 
of the Irish State its contribution would be voluntary hire those 
of the Dominions. On the other hand, if Southern Ireland 
became a Dominion while Northern Ireland remained a part 
of the United Kingdom with the essential corollary of representa- 
tion in the Imperial Parliament, it is clear that the people 
of Northern Ireland would have to bear their proportionate 
share of all Imperial burdens, such as the Army, Navy and other 
Imperial Services, in common with the taxpayers of tffie United 
Kingdom. The Members for Northern Ireland at Westminster 
would otherwise be voting for policies in Parliament, t le expense 
of which they would not share. It would be meltable, if 
Northern Ireland were to remain a part of the United 
for Belfast to bear the same burdens as Liverpool, Glasgo 


or London. . 

These illustrations are by no means exhaustive, but they 
sufficient to show the kind of difficulties which must arise from 
the grant of Dominion powers to a part of Ireland on y. ^ ^ 
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(7) It will be evident, that the people of Great Britain are 
making important sacrifices for the sake of a settlement. Heavily 
burdened though Great Britain is, the Government, with the full 
consent of public opinion at home and throughout the Empire, 
is offering to forego her right to exact from Ireland any contri- 
bution to future Imperial expenses. Single handed, the British 
Nation assumes responsibility for Imperial Defence, except in 
so far as Ireland and the Dominions may resolve of their own 
free-will to contribute to the cost. 

(8) His Majesty’s Government have purposely reviewed the 
problem in broad outline only. The details of any settlement 
cannot be satisfactorily approached except by discussion between 
all parties concerned. It is not possible by correspondence to 
deal adequately with even the main features of the. question 
as it now stands, and His Majesty’s Government cordially invite 
the Ministers of Northern Ireland to meet them in conference 
with a view to a full and frank exchange of views. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) D. LLOYD GEORGE. 

The Rt. Hon. Sir James Craig, Bart. 


II.— LETTER FROM SIR JAMES CRAIG TO THE PRIME 
MINISTER. 

Constitutional Club, 

Northumberland Avenue, 
W.C. 

6 p.m., November lltli, 1921. 

My Dear Prime Minister, 

(1) The outline of proposals towards a settlement of the 
Irish question submitted by you on behalf of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment in your communication of the 10th instant has been care- 
fully considered by me in consultation with my colleagues in 
the Government of Northern Ireland, on whose behalf I have 
the honour to submit to you the following considerations in 
reply thereto. 

(2) (a) The question of giving their allegiance to the Throne 
does not arise in the case of the people of Ulster, as they have 
always been amongst His Majesty’s most loyal and devoted 
servants, but they will gladly embrace any opportunity that 
may be afforded them of emphasising afresh their loyalty to 
His Majesty’s Crown and Person, which was so signally displayed 
on the occasion of the opening of the Parliament of Northern 
Ireland by His Majesty in June last. It has always been the 
desire of Northern Ireland to remain in the closest possible 
union with Great Britain and the Empire, which Ulstermen 
have helped to build up, and to which they are proud to belong. 

The Government of Northern Ireland feel constrained to 
observe that it-is with surprise they find the question of allegiance 
to the Throne, and membership of the British Empire included 
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among the heads of your proposals, inasmuch as it has more than 
once been unequivocably stated by yourself in published cor- 
respondence with the representatives of Southern Ireland, that 
these two fundamentals were not open for discussion. The 
Government of Northern Ireland, having made their own position 
clear, hold that the attitude of Southern Ireland towards these 
points is a matter which, as it affects the solidarity of the Empire, 
rests with His Majesty’s Ministers to decide. At the same time 
it would, of course, be a matter of satisfaction to the Govern- 
ment of Northern Ireland and to the loyal population they 
represent to feel assured that the permanent allegiance of the 
people of Southern Ireland to His Majesty and their enduring 
participation in the partnership of the British Empire were no 
longer in questioji. .... 

(b) Not only does Northern Ireland assent to provision being 
made for those Naval Services which His Majesty’s Government 
deem indispensable for Great Britain and her oversea communica- 
tions, but will be ready at any time to co-operate to the utmost 
of her ability in any measures that may be taken for such purpose. 

(c) As a final settlement and supreme sacrifice in the interests 
of peace, the Government of Ireland Act, 1920, was accepted by 
Northern Ireland, although not asked for by her representatives. 
My colleagues and. I are surprised that you should think it neces- 
sary to emphasise the fact that you do not propose to take away 
any of the powers given to us so lately as last year. We observe, 
with considerable concern, notwithstanding this assurance that 
in para°raph 5 of your communication, the area within the 
jurisdiction of the Northern Parliament is referred to as being 
open to possible revision. This question was very carefully 
and fully considered in all its aspects, yhen the Government of 
Ireland Act was under discussion in Parliament last year, ihe 
area finally decided upon is defined in the Act, and it forms no 
less essential a part of the Act than the powers conferred upon 


the Northern Parliament. 

Id) The possible unity of Ireland is provided for by the 
establishment of the Council of Ireland under the Act of 19-0, 
together with the machinery for creating a Parliament for all- 
Ireland should Northern and Southern Ireland mutually agree 
to do so. The proposal now made to establish an all-Ireland 
Parliament by other means, presupposes that such agreement 
is not necessary. An all-Ireland Parliament cannot under 
existing circumstances be accepted by Northern Ireland. 

Such a Parliament is precisely what Ulster has for many 
years resisted by all the means at her disposal, and her detestation 
of it is in no degree diminished by the local institutions 
upon her by the Act of 1920. The Government of Northern 
Ireland deem it unnecessary to enumerate here the reasons for 
this repugnance of which as stated in paragraph 6 of your com- 
munication His Majesty’s Ministers are fully aware but , t y 
must observe that the objection of Northern Ireland to partopa- 
tion in an all-Ireland Parliament, so far from being weakened, 
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has been materially strengthened by recent events in other parts 
of Ireland to which it is unnecessary more particularly to refer. 

It is an objection that goes deeper than the consideration 
referred to in paragraph 3 of your communication. 

The Government of Northern Ireland consider it their duty 
in order to avoid misunderstanding to say that their inability 
to accept an all-Ireland Parliament does not depend merely on 
the question of safeguards in regard to administrative details 
such as those referred to in paragraphs 3 and 4 of your com- 
munication. They are certain that no paper safeguards could 
protect them against maladministration. The feelings of the 
loyal population of Ulster are so pronounced and so universal 
on this point that no Government representing that population 
could enter into any conference where this point is open to 
discussion. For these reasons, therefore, they feel compelled to 
state that any discussion would be fruitless unless His Majesty’s 
Ministers consent to the withdrawal of the proposal for an all- 
Ireland Parliament. 

(3) The Government of Northern Ireland are fully alive to 
the difficulties referred to in paragraph 6 of your communication, 
but they cannot agree that the only way, or the best way, of 
surmounting those difficulties under existing circumstances is 
by conferring jurisdiction over the reserved subjects upon a 
common authority. His Majesty’s Ministers assume that the 
only alternative to such an arrangement is that, while the status 
of a Dominion should be given to Southern Ireland, Northern 
Ireland would remain a part of the United Kingdom with the 
essential corollary of representation in the Imperial Parliament, 
and certain financial and other disadvantages which Northern 
Ireland, as compared with Southern Ireland, would suffer under 
such an arrangement are pointed out. 

There is another alternative which His Majesty’s Ministers 
do not appear to have considered. It is that the reserved powers 
instead of being entrusted to a common authority should be 
conferred on the Government of Southern and of Northern 
Ireland within the areas of their respective jurisdictions. The 
principle underlying the Government of Ireland Act, 1920, was 
equality of status and of powers for the two Governments in 
Ireland, and this principle should, in the opinion of the Govern- 
ment of Northern Ireland, be observed in the transfer of reserved 
services. 

If the plan here suggested -were followed, it would obviate 
the chief difficulty referred to in paragraph 6 of your 
communication. 

It is true that it might involve Northern Ireland losing her 
representation in the Imperial Parliament ; but while Northern 
Ireland would deplore any loosening of the tie between Great 
Britain and herself she would regard the loss of representation 
at Westminster as a less evil than inclusion in an all-Ireland 
Parliament. It is realised that if the alternative here suggested 
were adopted, the contribution of Northern Ireland, as also of 
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Southern Ireland, to the cost of Imperial Services would be 
voluntary as in the case of the Overseas Dominions. The 
proved loyalty of Northern Ireland to the British Empire is a 
sufficient guarantee that she would not evade this obligation, 
and the Government of Northern Ireland are convinced that 
bv this plan the Imperial Exchequer would have better security 
for a contribution from Ireland to the cost of Imperial Services 
than if it depended on a voluntary contribution from an all- 
Ireland Parliament, the majority of whose members would not 
be likely to be animated by sentiments of affection tor Great 


It will be seen, therefore, that the Government of Northern 
Ireland are prepared to accept three out of the four proposals 
put forward by His Majesty’s Government. The fourth proposal 
they are unable to accept for the reasons stated and they 
respectfully invite the attention of His Majesty s Government 
to the alternative suggestions here submitted. 

In conclusion, the Government of Northern Ireland desire 
to express their firm conviction that the time has not yet 
arrived when the cause of peace in Ireland, which they fervently 
desire to further by all means in their power, can be promoted 
by establishing an all-Ireland Parliament. Such a Constitution 
can only come from mutual confidence, and when the time 
for it comes the provisions of the Act of 1920 will prove 
sufficient for the purposes of bringing it into existence. 


Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) JAMES CRAIG. 


The Rt. Hon. David Lloyd George, O.M., M.P. 


Xn LETTER FROM THE PRIME MINISTER TO 

SIR JAMES CRAIG. 

My dear Prime Minister, 14th November, 1921. 

We have received with great regret your refusal *° ent ® 
into conference with us unconditionally. To demand 1 “ ^ on 
two sets of Ministers of the Crown a prehnma^ Ration on 
freedom of discussion is contrary to the spirit of mutual lo ya y 
and co-operation which animates His Majesty s Governme 

in all parts of the Empire. , 

We regret it the more because your counter-proposal that 
Southern S and Northern Ireland should be constituted two 
separate Dominions is in our judgment indefensible 

We are opposed to it, in the first place, on the ground ot 
broad Imperial principle. To create two 

one of twenty-six and one of six counties, w . ,. m, 

change the existing system of Imperial organisation. The 
status of the Dominions, both nationally and Internationa y, 
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is based upon the gradual amalgamation of large territories 
and scattered colonies in natural units of self-government. We 
could not reasonably claim place for two Irelands in the 
Assembly of the League of Nations or in the Imperial Conference. 
If Ireland is represented in either institution, it must be 
preferably Ireland as a whole or, failing the whole, that part 
of it which has the largest population and area. To demand 
the same national and international status for six Irish counties 
separately is a proposal which we could not reconcile with the 
Empire’s internal and foreign interests. 

Your proposal would, in our opinion, be equally injurious from 
the domestic standpoint of the British Isles, both financially and 
commercially. The erection of two systems of national govern- 
ment in these islands is sufficiently beset with difficulties. His 
Majesty’s Government have determined to face these difficulties 
for the sake of peace at the heart of the Empire, and the ultimate 
unity of Ireland. Neither of these objects would be served by 
the erection of three national governments, involving three 
systems of customs and excise, three rates of income tax, and 
three currencies. The injury of such a treble system to the 
trade of Great Britain would be considerable ; to that of Ireland 
it would be ruinous. That the business community of Northern 
Ireland would endorse such a proposal when once they had 
realised its implications, appears to us inconceivable. 

All experience proves, moreover, that so complete a partition 
of Ireland as you propose must militate with increasing force 
against that ultimate unity which you yourself hope will one 
day be possible. The existing state of Central and South- 
Eastern Europe is a terrible example of the evils which spring 
from the creation of new frontiers, cutting the natural circuits 
of commercial activity ; but when once such frontiers are estab- 
lished, they harden into permanence. Your proposal would 
stereotype a frontier based neither upon natural features nor 
broad geographical considerations by giving it the character 
of an international boundary. Partition on these lines the 
majority of the Irish people will never accept, nor could we 
conscientiously attempt to enforce it. It would be fatal to 
that purpose of a lasting settlement on which these negotiations 
from the very outset have been steadily directed. 

We cannot, finally, overlook the effect of your proposal upon 
the welfare of the minorities both in Southern and Northern 
Ireland. In both parts of Ireland there are considerable commu- 
nities cut off from the majority of those to whom they are bound 
by faith, tradition and natural affinity. The majority in 
Southern Ireland have a strong sense of responsibility for their 
co-religionists in the six counties. The minority there have 
an equal interest in your sympathy and support. 

The considerations which I have outlined make free inter- 
change of ideas between us essential, and we sincerely trust 
that you will not persist in making preliminary conditions upon 
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matters which can only be properly explored in conference. 
I hope, therefore, that you wili come and see me at your earliest 
convenience. 

I am, 

. Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) D. LLOYD GEORGE. 

The Right Hon. Sir James Craig, Bart. 


IV— LETTER PROM SIR J. CRAIG TO THE 
PRIME MINISTER. 

Constitutional Club, 

Northumberland Avenue. 

17th November 1921. 

My Dear Prime Minister, 

In your letter of the 14th inst. you express regret that my 
colleagues and I have found it impossible to meet you m formal 
Conference so long as your proposal that we should agree to the 
establishment of an “All Ireland Parliament was open to 

discussion. ,, . 

To enter the Conference on such a condition would m our 
view be dishonest, since we know that in no circumstances would 
Ulster accept such a position, involving permanent subordination 
to Sinn Pein. We are strongly convinced that it could only 
tend to make settlement more difficult and encourage false hopes, 
if even by implication we discussed a condition which cannot 

be conceded. . ,, .. 

In your letter of the 10th inst. you indicated an alternative 
but made no mention of the course suggested m our reply. We 
uraed that if you are resolved upon the complete fiscal separation 
of Ireland from the rest of the United Kingdom, the same equality 
of treatment as between Northern and Southern Ireland should 
be maintained in dealing with the reserved services as has been 
pursued with regard to the Services already transferred under 

the Act of 1920. ' . , , 

You now mention various objections to our proposal and 
suggest that Ulster would be led to economic rum rf she were 
separated from Southern Ireland. You have apparently over- 
looked the fact that your proposal to break the fiscal unity o 
the United Kingdom would involve the fiscal i separation of 
Ulster from Great Britain, with which 90 per cent. < ° f 
is— directly or indirectly— conducted. Can it be doubted tha 
more harmonious trade relations will result between Great 
Britain and Ulster by the control of these matters being m our 
own hands rather than in the hands of an All-Ireland Pa^men 
dominated by Sinn Eein, which during the past twelve months 
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has enforced a trade boycott against Northern Ireland ? As to 
the question of currency, we view with grave concern your 
proposal to establish a separate Irish currency. We are confident 
that Commercial and Banking interests will refuse to endorse 
such a proposal once they realise its implication. 

We concur with the view that the creation of new frontiers 
tends to harden into permanence. Why then seek to establish 
such a frontier between Great Britain and Ireland ? If, however, 
you are determined upon such a policy, is it not better to grant 
to Ulster the status of a separate Dominion and thus insure a 
firm and abiding link between Northern Ireland and the Mother 
Country ? That being granted, we would be most happy to entrust 
to Great Britain the safeguarding of our common interests in the 
Imperial Conference and the League of Nations. 

You point out the great difficulties of creating a Northern 
Dominion in Ireland, and you refer to this as our counter pro- 
posals. That description is not quite accurate. We feel that 
the arguments you use as objections to two Dominions apply 
with equal force to the creation of one. We only put forward 
our suggestions because we are convinced that if you once violate 
the fiscal unity of the United Kingdom it makes relatively little 
difference to create two new units instead of one. 

Your proposal involved the placing of Ulster under Sinn Fein, 
which is an insurmountable difficulty. I desired to be helpful 
by pointing out a method by which if this concession is to be made 
to the South and West it can also be made to the North without 
creating the grave results I have indicated. But you must not 
argue from that that we in the slightest degree modify our con- 
victions that your own proposals embodied in the Act of last 
year are the only safe and sound plan both for Great- Britain 
and for Ireland. 

To sum up : — If you force Ulster to leave the United Kingdom 
against the wishes of her people, she desires to be left in a position 
to make her own fiscal and international policy conform as nearly 
as possible with the policy of the Mother Country, and to retain 
British traditions, British currency, British ideals, and the 
British language, and in this way render the disadvantages entailed 
by her separation from Great Britain as slight as is possible. 

We are resolved to set such an example of good government 
and just administration within our jurisdiction, as shall inspire 
the minority in our midst with confidence, and we hope lead 
eventually to similar conditions being established throughout 
the rest of Ireland. 

Our position having been made perfectly clear in this and 
our former letter, if you hold the opinion that any good purpose 
can be served by my seeing you for the interchange of ideas, I 
shall be at your disposal when I return from the dedication of 
the Ulster Battlefield Memorial at Thiepval on Monday next. 

In conclusion my colleagues and I desire again to represent 
with all respect that in our opinion it is of great importance that 
full publicity shall be given to our respective views forthwith, 
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so as to put an end at once to the campaign of misrepresentation 
in the Press to which Mr. Austen Chamberlain equally with our- 
selves takes great exception. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) JAMES CRAIG. 

The Right Hon. D. Lloyd George, O.M., M.P. 


V -LETTER FROM THE PRIME MINISTER TO 
STR JAMES CRAIG. 

10, Downing Street, 

S.W.l. 

18th November, 1921. 

My Dear Craig, „ 

I am very sorry to see from the papers that you are suftei- 
incr from an attack of influenza. I can only hope that it is not 
a 'severe attack and that we shall soon hear of your complete 
recovery In these circumstances I do not propose to trouble 
you with a lengthy answer to your letter of yesterday. V hen 
you are fully recovered let us meet, as you suggest at the end of 
that letter, for an informal talk. We can then see how to ge 
over the difficulties which seem to stand in the way of a Con- 
ference free from all conditions. 

I should be greatly obliged if you would leave over the question 
of publication until we meet. There are obvious diffirmtas 
which ought to be discussed fully between us befoie any decisio 
is taken. 

I am, 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) D. LLOYD GEORGE. 


The Right Hon. Sir James Craig, Bart. 


VI, 


-LETTER FROM SIR JAMES CRAIG 
TO THE PRIME MINISTER. 

Grosvenor Hotel, 

S.W.l. 

20th November, 1921. 

My Dear Prime Minister, ., 18tll 

Very many thanks for your letter of tl - - ‘ j 

and for your kind enquiries after my health. I am better and 
hope to be able to return to Ulster on Thursday night. 

P I shall be glad to meet you for an mformal conversation 
before I go back, any time you may appoint on Wednes y. 

I readily agree to defer publication until after our meeting, 
but in view of the Assembly of the Parliament of Northern 
Ireland on the 29th instant, you will, I feel sure, agree with me , 
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publication is essential before that date, and that all the corres- 
pondence should be published, beginning with your first invitation 
to me and my reply thereto. By this it will be made quite plain 
to the public that it is not on our part that there has been the 
refusal to enter into Conference with you, but that it is the Sinn 
.Fein delegates who have refused to let us take part unless we do 
so in a subordinate position to themselves. 

I should also have to let our Parliament be informed whether 
Sinn Fein was prepared to give allegiance to the Crown without 
reservation, which was one of the conditions of your invitation, 
or whether their consent to do so is still withheld and made 
dependent on your first having procured the consent of Ulster to 
an All-Ireland Parliament. 

Yonrs sincerely, 

(Signed) JAMES CRAIG. 

The Rt. Hon. D. Lloyd George, O.M., M.P. 


VII— LETTER FROM THE PRIME MINISTER TO 
SIR JAMES CRAIG ACCOMPANYING THE ARTICLES 
OF AGREEMENT. 

December 5tli, 1921. 

My Dear Prime Minister, 

I enclose Articles of Agreement for an Irish Settlement 
which have been signed on behalf of H.M. Government and of 
the Irish Delegation. You will observe that there are two 
alternatives between which the Government of Northern Ireland 
is invited to choose. Under the first, retaining all her -existing 
powers, she will enter the Irish Free State with such additional 
guarantees as may be arranged in conference. Under the second 
alternative she will still retain her present powers, but in respect 
of all matters not already delegated to her will share the rights 
and obligations of Great Britain. In the latter case, however, 
we should feel unable to defend the existing boundary, which 
must be subject to revision on one side and the other by a Boun- 
dary Commission under the terms of the Instrument. 

I have only to add that I shall be glad to arrange for an 
early meeting of the Conference contemplated in Article 15, or 
for any preliminary or less formal discussion which you may 
desire with my colleagues and myself. 

Ever sincerely, 

(Sgd.) D. LLOYD GEORGE. 

The Right Hon. Sir James Craig, Bart. 


Printed under the authority of Ills Majesty’s Stationery OFFICE 
By Eyre and Spottiswoode, Ltd., East Harding Street, E.C. 4, 
Printers to the King’s most Excellent Majesty. 
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